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Ms. Twomey

Unit:  The Americas

Essential Questions:  

· How did the geography of the Americas determine economic systems and culture? 

· What were economic and cultural links between American societies? 

· What were the determining factors that contributed to European Hegemony in the Western Hemisphere?
Key Concepts: 

· Agricultural innovations (terracing, irrigation, milpa: multiple crops in same field,) 

· Architectural innovations (Mayan Pyramids, mound builders, south american rock formations) 

· Independent written language 

· Technological innovations (Mayan Calendar, Incan roads) 

· Religious practices (totems, Great Spirit, human sacrifice/bloodletting) 

Topic Outline:

1. Americas Type II

2. Americas Current Event

3. North America

a. Read North America Packet

b. Do section assessment

c. Do worksheet on a separate piece of paper

d. North America Map use pp. 306

e. 13.3 Notes

f. UCP North America

4. Maya

a. Read Maya packet take notes

b. Drawing Conclusions “Mayan Pyramids”

c. Primary Source:  Popol Vuh
d. Maya video?

5. Aztec

a. Packet notes

b. History Makers:  Montezuma II
c. Aztec Primary Source:  The Second Letter of Hernan Cortez
i. Color code for UCP and define difficult vocabulary

6. Inca

a. Read Inca primary source:  Governing the Inca Empire
i. Draw a Graphic Organizer of Incan government bureaucracy

b. Read Inca packet

c. 13.4 Notes

d. Great Empires of the  Americas Map

7.  European Interaction and subsequent cultural diffusion 

8. Review Chart
9. Test

