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Chapter 1 - Documentary, Part 1 - Old Sturbridge Village  

Historical Period:  1760 AD-1850 AD   Chapter Begin: 0:01  Chapter End:  5:59 

Host David Macaulay visits Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, MA, to show how clothing was 

made prior to the manufacturing of cloth by sheering sheep, carding the wool and spinning the 

wool into yarn. He demonstrates how a hand-loom works. Then he describes the use of 

waterwheels before and during the 18th century. In Higher Mill, Manchester, England, Macaulay 

demonstrates the use of early water-powered machines to spin cotton into yarn. In Styal, 

England Macaulay demonstrates how water-powered mills created a new industry and changed 

the way people worked and lived.  

Chapter 2 - Animated Story, Part 1  

Historical Period:  1800 AD-1810 AD   Chapter Begin: 6:00   Chapter End:  6:30 

En route to America by ship in the early 1800s to establish a spinning mill like those in which he 

had worked in England, Priam Huntington, age 30, meets Shadrach Moore, age 35, a Scottish 

inventor and mechanic, and they agree to work together. On arrival in Rhode Island, they meet 

with potential investors, noting that the design of the waterwheel they intend to build is ideally 

suited to local rivers. Josiah Grisham, a prosperous Providence merchant, agrees to back the 

venture, and introduces Priam to his daughter Elizabeth. Huntington Mill and its associated 

buildings are built. By the time Huntington Mill opens, Elizabeth and Priam are married, and 

Mary Methuen, who had been one of the best hand-spinners in the area, agrees to run the 

boardinghouse for the mill workers. Everyone is excited because the spinning machines 

This animated program features a story that centers on a 

small New England community similar to Pawtucket, Rhode 

Island, where the first textile mill in America was established 

by Samuel Slater. The live action hosted by David Macaulay, 

takes us from Manchester, England, to Lowell, Massachusetts. 

Along the way, the host guides viewers through the 

technological changes that transformed the making of 

textiles, which became a key component of the Industrial 

Revolution that swept across Europe and America in the late 

18th century. 

http://www.osv.org/


produce as much yarn in a day as 50 hand-spinners, orders are coming in from Boston, and the 

community is prospering, Not everyone is happy, however. Local farmers claim that the mill's 

dam has blocked salmon from swimming upstream to spawn and threaten to chop up the dam. 

Although the mill has not yet turned a profit after one year, Priam and Shadrach recognize that 

an embargo on the importation of British goods is their chance to grow the business.  

Chapter 3 - Documentary, Part 2 - Slater Mill, Pawtucket, RI  

Historical Period:  1780 AD-1850 AD   Chapter Begin:  12:30  Chapter End:  18:50  

David Macaulay visits Slater Mill, Pawtucket, Rhode Island to discuss how water from rivers is 

channeled to the mills, how the power generated by the waterwheel gets to the machinery, and 

how the power loom works. He then discusses the dangers of working in the textile mills, the 

effects of multiple mills on a river and the expansion of the textile industry in New England in 

the 1800s.  

Chapter 4 - Animation, Part 2  

Historical Period:  1820 AD-1835 AD   Chapter Begin:  18:50  Chapter End:  25:50 

Years have passed. Priam's and Elizabeth's son Daniel is skating on the frozen river, when we 

hear a nasty sound--ice has broken the Huntington Mill waterwheel shaft. Priam asks Josiah to 

invest more money--not only to repair the shaft, but to increase the size and capacity of the 

mill, which would make it the first mill in the area to both spin yarn and weave cloth. Time 

passes again and Daniel is now a young man. He has been helping to run the mill, and Shadrach 

has brought in his nephew Zachary to help tend the temperamental machinery. Zach takes a 

liking to a young mill operator named Sarah Methuen, who is Mary Methuen's niece. Everything 

seems to be going splendidly until a new and larger mill--Northgate Mill--opens downstream 

and clearly prospers. When Northgate's dam creates backwater that prevents Huntington Mill's 

wheel from turning freely, Daniel and Priam tell Marcus Johnson, Northgate's manager, that 

Northgate is depriving them of their just water rights. Johnson reminds them of their own role 

in damming the river. Under cover of night, Daniel and Zach severely damage Northgate's dam. 

Johnson takes Priam to court where the judge makes Priam pay for the damages and 

admonishes both parties to work something out that is to everyone's benefit. As they leave the 

courthouse, Johnson approaches Zach and offers him a position at Northgate Mill.  

Chapter 5 - Documentary, Part 3 - Boott Mill, Lowell MA  

Historical Period:  1820 AD-1850 AD   Chapter Begin:  25:50  Chapter End:  31:02 

Macaulay describes the mill factory system, how the mills developed their labor force and how 

the mill workers lived in mill owned housing. Workers worked for low pay, worked long hours 

six days a week and in conditions that may have caused deafness and lung problems.  

http://www.nps.gov/lowe/index.htm


 

Chapter 6 - Animation, Part 3  

Historical Period:  1835 AD-1848 AD   Chapter Begin:  31:02  Chapter End:  37:08 

Shadrach Moore and Priam Huntington have died and Daniel is unwilling to expand his mill 

further. Zachery goes to work at Northgate. As their friendship grows, Zachary confides to 

Sarah that he would like to own his own mill someday, and she confides that her dream of 

owning her own hat shop. He convinces her to come to work at Northgate, where she can 

earn "cash wages" and save for her shop. Daniel refuses to let her live at the Huntington Mill 

boardinghouse since she no longer works at his mill. Northgate mill is a very bustling 

environment, but the cloth market is glutted and prices are falling. Marcus Johnson tells Zach to 

reduce costs by making each girl tend three machines instead of two, with no increase in pay. 

The work floor seems frantic as Sarah rushes to save her bobbin girl who has gotten an apron 

string caught in a machine. Sarah's co-workers tease her about her relationship with Zach, 

whom they consider to be responsible for their increased workload, and Sarah proposes a 

work stoppage to draw attention to their grievances. Before the appointed day comes, another, 

more serious accident occurs. At Sarah's urging, the women agree to leave the mill until 

working conditions are improved.  

Chapter 7 - Documentary, Part 4 - Providence, RI / Harrisville, NH  

Historical Period:  1850 AD-1875 AD   Chapter Begin:  37:08  Chapter End:  42:20 

Macaulay discusses the roles of Moses Brown, a Providence, RI financier, and Samuel Slater, 

who built a pioneering cotton mill. He then describes the differences between Moses Brown 

and his brother John Brown, concerning the issue of slavery. Macaulay discusses the growth of 

mill towns after the American embargo of British textiles in 1809. Introduces a number of key 

mill owners, including the Milan Harris in New Hampshire. He then discusses the cotton trade 

between the south and the north and talks about the beginnings of a labor movement among 

mill workers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.historicharrisville.org/harrisville/default.cfm


 

Chapter 8 - Animation, Part 4  

Historical Period:  1848 AD-1880 AD   Chapter Begin:  42:20  Chapter End:  46:48 

Marcus meets with the owners of Northgate Mill, who authorize a small increase in pay, which 

convinces the women to return to work. But Sarah is fired for her organizing activity. She runs 

into Zach as she heads back to her Aunt Mary's boardinghouse. He tells her that he has quit 

Northgate Mill and plans to go west to pursue opportunities. He tells her he would like to 

share the adventure with her, but she says her aunt needs her help. It is 1850. After Mary 

Methuen's death, Sarah receives a letter from Zach describing his good fortune in California 

designing mining machinery during the Gold Rush. He again invites her to California to be his 

wife, noting the need for a fine hat shop in San Francisco. The story ends as Sarah ponders 

Zach's proposal.  

Chapter 9 - Documentary, Part 5 - Pawtucket and Slaterville, RI/Quarrybank, 

England  

Historical Period:  1850 AD-1950 AD   Chapter Begin:  46:48  Chapter End:  52:18 

Macaulay reads a letter from Samuel Slater a mill owner in the 1800s. The letter was used as 

the primary form of communication during this period. Macaulay discusses the role of children 

in the mills, and how Samuel Slater felt about children as workers. There was a gradual change 

from waterpower to steam power. By the mid-20th century the textile industry moved from 

the north to the south and by the end of the century the industry now is centered in Asia and 

other parts of the world. Macaulay talks about the current state of the mill towns in England 

and New England.  

 

http://web.bryant.edu/~ehu/h364proj/fall_98/hulton/history.html
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quarry-bank-mill/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quarry-bank-mill/

